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A CHRISTMAS RALLY CAROL  
 

Hark! The Triumph Herald sings 

Thatôs the squeaking of their springs; 

I wish that they would bring us peace 

With a spot of axle grease. 

Donôt fret about that nasty knock, 

Itôs just the bushes on the shocks; 

One day soon Iôll get them done 

Maybe in time for next yearôs run. 

Hark! The Triumph Herald sings 

Thatôs the squeaking of their springs. 

 

Late in time, behold them come, 

Thatôs because their clutch has gone. 

All this way in second gear, 

Traffic backed up in the rear. 

Heôll need a tow! Heôs on the cadge! 

Oh no, I see an AA badge. 

I have a friend with a TR3 

Whoôs wrapped it round a Christmas tree; 

Nobody hurt, but for goodness sakes 

You canôt drive an oldie like itôs got disc brakes. 

 

Just last week, in my Renown, 

I took a drive around the town. 

Whyôs my charging light come on? 

Damn and blast, the fan-beltôs gone. 

It leaks a bit, thereôs lots of rust, 

The coil is dead and the starterôs bust. 

Once I get back where I dwell, 

Iôll look it up on the e-manuel. 

Sorry old girl, itôs your demise; 

Youôll join the Triumphs of the skies. 
 

  ~~~   ~~~   ~~~ 

 

Good King Wenceslas rang up to order a pizza. 

ñWould you like your usual?ò asked the girl.  ñDeep pan, crisp and even?ò 
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DINKY TOYS ï OUR EARLIEST REPLICA MODEL  
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The Meccano Magazine page opposite, announcing the launch of model 40b, the Triumph 

1800 Saloon, comes from 1948. At the time, the Razoredge Town and Country, shortly to be 

rebranded as the Renown, was at the height of its popularity. On the following pages we have 

reproduced the engineering draughtsmanôs drawings for the model. 

The 1948 Dinky is different from the similar models sold in later years in that a pillar 

provides extra support for the rear axle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those of us who have one can therefore date it a little further from that difference. 

The other Renown model commonly available is that from Lansdowne, and this can 

genuinely be called a Renown, since it is modelled from the 1954 TDC; although the door  

 

handles on the model, strangely enough, actually turn lever-action like the TDA and TDB, 

whereas the actual TDC has push-buttons.  This is probably simply a saving in manufacturing 

costs, however, since the lever-action turning handles only require a single hole fixing. It is a 

larger-scale model, and can therefore afford to have a higher level of detail; and the 

Lansdowne series is really created for the collectorôs market more than as a childôs toy, so 

that the higher price-tag justifies more investment in detail. 

On the back cover of this monthôs magazine we reproduce what Meccano would have liked 

us to think of as the perfect middle-class family Christmas scene in 1950: the two lads 

playing happily with their extensive collection of Dinky cars and accessories, whilst the dog 

basks in the warmth of the fire (note the smart 1950s red-brick fireplace; how many of us 

when moving into a new house have rousted out those ñhorribly datedò surrounds in order to 

create something more to our own taste?)  Father, whose smart, well-polished shoes belie a 

respectable office job of some kind, is probably reading the paper and puffing on a pipe; and 

mother, of course, is not visible here. Sheôll be in the kitchen, basting the turkey or cleaning 

the sprouts.  Family life was not entirely one-sided however; ñthe men do the washing-up on 

Christmas day,ò at least in the household I remember, before the family gathers round the 

radio for the Kingôs speech. 

Our consideration of the Dinky car, and other models, continues after the engineering 

drawing on the next pages.  
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